128 HISTORY OF LD

vided for the election of one Circuit Judge in e
cinl district.
The counties of IY

been included |
from 1851 to 1873. Iidwards county was erecled 1n

1814 Lawrence in 1821, and Wabash in *la“;H' A ref-

erence to thege dates will show a complete list of the
CIRCULT JUDGIS

doing duty in each of the counties in their respective

dwards, Lawrence and Wabash have

order.
The earliest courts withio the Territory of these three

counties were held at old Palmyra, then the county seat
of Edwards. The first session was held July 11, 1819,
with Judge Stanley Griswold on the bt:lllljll.

In 1816, Thomas Towles presiding. I‘rom 1817 to
1818, Jeptha Hardin was on the beneh; 1818 to 181V
Thomas C. DBrowne; Willinin Wilson, from 181 to
1825; James O. Wattles 1825 to 1827,
when Thomas C. Browne, was again on the beuch
serving one year; Williaro Wilson again appears, serv-
ing from 1828 to 1835 ; Justin Harlan from 1845 to

from

1841, when William Wilson aguin veturng to the bench, |

serving until 1849, being succceded by his predecessor,
Justin Harlan, from 1849 to 1851 ; Samuel 5. Marshall
was then elected, serving until 1854, when he resigned,
and Downing Baugh served one year; lidwin DBeecher
served from 1850 to 1861 ; Samuel S. Marshall, from
1861 to 1865, when James M. Pollock succeeded to the
beneh, serving uutil 1873, By act ol Legislature, March
28, 1873, the State was divided exclusive of Cook
county, 1nto twenty-six judicial circuits, and at the
election, in June, 1873, oune judge was elected {or each
cireuit, for the term of six years. Iodwards and Wabash
counties formed a part of the twenty-fourth district.
Tazewell B. Tanner was elected judge of the circuit, and
Lawrence county formed a part of the twenty-first
district and elected James C. Allen, in that circuit. In
1847, the Legislature, in order to increase the number
of Circuit Judges, and to provide for the organization
of the Appellate Courts, consolidated the twenty-six
juc.liuiu.l cil:uuits into thirteen, thereby giving each cir-
::;:;'“;*:uﬂuljl‘;ﬂﬁ;ﬂ; i:ll:ﬂﬁ[;:'ﬂ:iiiitit fu.;r I;:e election of one
two years, makiug th judyr < Spih , u.gua.t.,. 187.7' h.”
e ’ B three judges in each judicial circuit.

ptomber following the Supreme
twelve of the Circuit Judg
mainiog judges held the ()

Conrt appointd
¢ to uppelinto duty, the re-
: g reuit Courty in their respee-
tive districts. In this change of the Judiciury ayHLﬂ:nlLLlru
twenty-fifth and the twenty-fourth districts were thrown
tugather to be known as the Second Judicial Circuit. In
those districts Tazewell B. Tanner and Jumes C. Allen
were already serving on the bench, and John H. Halle |
was elected to make the requisite number, . !
n{ded. a8 required by the above act, until 1879 when
Chauncey S, Conger, Thomas 8. Casey and VlVillinm

C. Jmm'u. were elected, and are still on the bench.
The judges servin

while that county

Tlhﬁy pre-

g on the benceh, in Lawrence county,
Wa3 nos tacla lsl within thy same
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within the same judicial district, except |

WARDS, TAWRENCE AND WABASH COUNTIES, ITLIIn

ach judi- judicial circuits, were : Justin Harlan, wy,

L ing jurists of the State.

h

15,

: A O Berye
vl 1859, when Edwin Beecher held tw,, il tved y,
ot .|..5| I

ili“rf:qi

Kitchell served nearly two years: Jamey (! ﬂ}
commissioned July 1, 1861, and resigned .I_).p ey,

1862, and was succeeded by Aaron Shaw

y Wn.
i

3]
1863, who coutinued on the benel, until l;'j May

succecded by Richard 5 Canby,

f.'h‘_ﬂ
{7 R

-

Allen. “fmes (s

Some of the above named judges were,
day very prominent and influential in ghg
fairs of state.

Wirniam Winson, aVirginian, oneof the earliest jyq
in the State, and the first to hold court iy \J'Tuhmli‘;hges
Lawrence counties, was for many years one of oo

{]lll‘ing H”’lr
PIg the af.

He served

mentioned he was first appointed July 7. 1819 e
months after Illinois was admitted into g Uni:::r
January 19, 1825, he was made chief justice ap( u::r:u:
pied that honorable position until December 4, 1848
[Te left behind him a most excellent record, an his;
memory 138 dear to his many friends and associates, p
was 2 man of fine personal appearance and presided over

his court with great dignily.

1]
e

On leavin:r the bench |ie
retired to a farm in White county, where he reside
until his death. Tromas C. BRowNE was also on the
Supreme bench from October 9, 1818, to December 4
1841).  Ile was a conscientious judge.

JErrna Harpin, was a native of Kentucky, and be-
longed to the celebrated Ilardin family of that State
He was a half brother of the distinguished DBenjawin
Hardin, but not his equal, although an excellent judge
and a fine lawyer.

Jusrtin HARLAN, was a man of the highest order of
talents and although his learning was not what is called
liberal, yet he was a profound, well-read and able law-
yer, and honest and impartial in the discharge of his Ju-
dicial functions. He was eminently social, and gaine
many [riends.

SAMUEL S. MARSIALL, another able lawyer, repr
sented his district in congress in 1855, and again ¢
clected in 1857, 'G5, '67, '6Y and ’71, and is stil figur
g prominently in state and national politics.

Jamus C. Annen, was one of the Appellate Jud
the fourth districe, and for several yoeurs o mumh.l*
Congress. e is an able nnd sound lawyer, and wh||u1.1'f‘r
the bheneh his firness and impartiality and the """}rr*ml
ness of his decisions won him much credit. e " 3

. i w 11 |t!l!'
fluent and pleasing speaker and a genial, aflable g°
mal.

g{jﬂ i“
i

NON-RESIDENT LAWYERS. e

These counties being in the same j“diﬂml Muui;ri‘r'
the early time, they were consequently visited by mi‘.a'-
the same traveling attorneys. Many were the P

" tr {T[
tions and hardships that surrounded the early P*

1
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Hlinois. At that time, owing to the small vorl

s . . g . - - (o

litigation, attorneys, in order to gain a liveliho o fol
]

1 Y - . . S as r
the pructice of their profession, found it necessth

A e P LA e T T T T

T A Li T

=mzos

[
h‘i

Qeate
ﬂ.]l‘Eﬂd
and T
the Sh
Thoro
at th
Judge
18106,
lJiIl’Llf
yer 8
[awye
sever:
suine
a sch
Uﬂi- L
Webl
Field
bar

and |
J. Gs
the S
Illinc
other
passe



HISTORY OF .E.‘D WARDS, LAWRENCE AND WABASIHH (COUNTILS, ILLINOIS. 129

low the courts frnr'n EUUflt}r to U”U_”t-}’- Nevertheless, | Fifth judicial district in 1825, and served on the bench
some of the most illustrious legal lights that the State | until 1827.

has F”’dumd liv.ml.i" LP”HE i . Auvauer O. I'reNcH, came to Albion soon after 1820,
Among the distinguished men that came to practice | then ayoung man fresh from some eastern college, and
at Edwards, LEWI;EHﬂF and \’Vﬂbﬂﬂl:'l courts in that engaged in teaching a select school of small children at
early day were: L{lWlu'B. We!lb, for many years in  two dollars a quarter. Ie also employed a portion of
the I1linois legislature ; Col. William H. Davidson, who = his time writing in the clerk’s office, at the same time
wag 8 fair lawyer and for many years a leader in the reading law, and it was not long afterward that he was
Sate Senate; Gen. John M. Robinson, who was prose- | seen in the saddle, riding the circuit with the lawyers.
cuting attorney in 1821, and afterward represented the | He afterward removed to Palestine, Crawford county,
Giate for years in the U. S. Senate; John McLean, | was in the legislature in 1836 and was elected Governor
already mentioned, a native of Kentucky, and a good | of Illinois in 1846, and re-elected in 1849.
and popular lawyer: Henry Eddy, long the editor of JAmes B. HinDE, who was subsequently elected cir-
the Shawneelown Guzelte,and a man of fine legal ability ; | cuit clerk of White couunty, was a very early lawyer in
Thomas C. Browune, who was the prosecuting attorney | Albion, and practiced his profession there for a period of
ot the first courts of lidwards county, aund afterward | about six years. Soon after Mr. Hinde, came SAMUEL
Judge of the circuit ; John Meclntire, the prosecutor in | Booktr, a bright and talented man, who made Albion
1816, and who for many years rode the circuit; U. I'. ' his residence until 1849, when he emigrated to Cali-
Linder, witty and eloquent, eminent as a criminal law-  fornia, where he afterward became a man of some pro-
yer and adroit politician; O. B. I'icklin, a profound minence.
lawyer, and leader in the national congress, who for WiLniam Harnrow, was a resident attorney for a
several years was a resident of Mt. Carmel ; the hand- number of years. He was considered a good lawyer.
some and gifted Charles H. Constable ; Samuel S. Hayes, . ISarly in the late rebellion, he enlisted in an Indiana
a scholarly lawyer and pre¢minently a self-made man; | regiment, and became colonel, and served his country
Col. J. E. Whiting, George Webb, father of Edwin B. | with credit and distinction. He was killed a few years
Webb, John Pearsons, Samuel McRoberts, Col. A. P. | ago by a railroad accident, while on a trip to make a
Field, who ranked among the ablest members of the | political speech.
bar of Illinois, and subsequently moved to Louisiana, O. S. CANBY,a single man, practiced herea few years
and became Attorney General of that State, William | and died in Grayville, in 1868. It is said he was a
J. Gatewood, an eminent lawyer, and for many years in ! studious, careful lawyer and a man of ability.
the State Senate; August C. French, twice governor of Anos B. Matnews, a lawyer of ability, located here
Illinois; J. M. Krebs, John McElvain, and probably | in 1867 and remained in practice until July, 1882, when
others whose names might be mentioned, but they have | he removed to Minnesota.

passed from the recollection of the oldest citizens. RR. G. Brown, located here in 1870 remaining only a
few months, when he moved to Kaskaskia, Illinois.
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PRESENT MEMBERS OF THE BAR.
EDWARDS COUNTY.

FORMER RESIDENT LAWYIRS. Joserimt M. CAmpepeLt, a native of Illinois, is the old-

In early times lawyers were few in number, and resid- | est resident member of the Edwards county bar. He
ed mostly in the larger towns of the State  This being received his education in the common schools of Wayne
& small county, there have been but few resident | county, and began the study of law in the office of Wil-
attorneys, and they mostly remaining but a short time. | liam II. Robinson, and was admitted to the bar in the
At the first term of the Circuit court held in the county, | fall of 1865. In 1866 he came to Albion and opened a
on the 12th day of July, 1815, the following gentlemen | law office in partnership with his preceptor, W. H.
were admitted to the practice of law: Adolphus T.  LRobinson, which relation continued until 1870. Since
Hubbard, Elias Kent Kane, Thomas H. Blake, John | that date, with the exception of a short period in part-
McLean, Russel E. Heacock, Jeptha Hardin, and John ' nership with H. J. Strawn, Mr. Campbell has practiced
McIntire. We simply mention the fact that these | by himself. In 1873 he was elected judge of Jidwards
gentlemen were admitted at this term of court. They | county, and by re-election still continues to hold that
however were not residents of the county. The above | office. Mr. Campbell is a good judge of law, and a

named, afterward became prominent and conspicuous | painstaking, careful lawyer.

men in Illinois. Elias Kent Kane and John McLean, | HALBERT J. STRAWN is a native of Pennsylvania.
having represented the state in the United States | He came west, and in 1870 was admitted to the bar at
senate. | Princeton, Indiana. In a short time afterward he came

The first resident attorney at Albion was JAMES O. " to Illinois, and in September, 1872, prior to his admit-
WATTLES, He came in 1820. He resided there for a | tance to the bar in this State, he had formed a law part-
Number of years and practiced in the courts of Edwards nership with Judge J. M. Campbell, which continued
And adjoining counties. He was elected judge of the ' until 1873, when he opened an office by himself. In
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